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Ethics for Research Design
The role of ethics applies to primary, secondary, and tertiary sources in a number of ways. One of them is that ethics promote research aims. When using any of these different sources of information in research, it is always important to ensure that the aims of research that include truth, knowledge, and error avoidance are always met. Ethics, therefore, plays the role of ensuring that no information from all these different sources of information is fabricated, misrepresented, or falsified. The second role is that it values that are vital for collaborative work. Research in general deserves a lot of cooperation as well as coordination among people that belong to different disciplines. Ethics, therefore, promote values that include accountability, mutual respect, and trust when dealing with primary, secondary, and tertiary sources. 
The third role is to ensure that any give researcher can be able to be held accountable to the general public. Federal policies on mater such as animal care and use, the protection of human subjects, conflicts of interest, and research misconduct are all necessary o ensure that researchers that are under funding of public resources are in a position to be held accountable to the general public. Ethics also help in building public research support. Projects whose integrity and quality can be trusted are likely to be funded.   
When preparing a portfolio project, one needs to understand intellectual property laws in order to protect one’s own work as well the intellectual property of the individual’s employer. One should also be cautious not to misuse another person’s intellectual property. When preparing a portfolio project, ethics play a very important work because it enables a person to get the necessary knowledge on when to get permission to include certain work in the portfolio. On top of the intellectual property rights, the other ethical and legal issues that must be taken into consideration in the planning, designing, and creating both paper and electronic portfolios include acknowledging the sources of the information included in the portfolio and avoiding plagiarism. One is ethically obliged to always credit a source for information that is borrowed from it. Plagiarism should also be avoided at all times. Someone should not use the ideas of another person as if they were his/hers. Another person’s unpublished or published ideas should never be included in a portfolio project (Smith et al., 2007, pg. 118-119).     
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